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1. Background:

Globally, (contaminated and uncontaminated ) dredged material continues to be routinely disposed in confined disposal facilities (CDFs). Considerable research and monitoring has been devoted to the processes related to CDFs, regarding the design and assessment, and management of environmental risks. State-of-the-art documents with the technical guidance on the environmental impacts and design of CDFs have been produced by PIANC and CEDA, both leading international institutions generating this technical guidance. A number of countries have significantly contributed to the CDF design and management knowledge base. There is, however, little international technical guidance and state-of-the-art information on the long-term management,dredged material reuse, and transformation to an acceptable end use of existing CDF's. 

The following Terms of Reference describe the development of such information and guidance: 

· Long-term management and transformation of CDFs to end use and related risk analyses and risk communications are increasingly becoming an issue in the public acceptance and the permitting process for CDFs and require analysis. 

· In a number of cases treatment facilities by their nature have been, or very well can be, combined with disposal facilities. This, requires an assessment of the design and management of CDFs for this purpose. 

· In areas where CDFs are located, there is increased interest in the future use of these sites and surrounding lands, requiring an evaluation of combined or sequential uses or long term end uses. The CDFs could eventually be used to enhance nature and wetland developments and/or to accommodate energy production, or other environmental purposes, such as natural effluent treatment. These uses have significant implication for the design and management of CDFs and require examination. 

· The lack of suitable sites for new CDFs, requires an examination of the possibilities of use of dredged material from or intensified use of existing CDFs. Removal of the material may include treatment and generates space for dredged material from future projects that cannot be treated or handled elsewhere. The existing CDF may also be used for temporary disposal in combination with permanent or semi-permanent treatment activities. Use of the dredged material, excavated from the CDF, to include restoration of abandoned industrial sites (brownfields) should also be addressed. 

· There is a growing interest in the experiences with and possibilities for the complete transformation of a CDF after its use as a disposal site. Case studies may be presented that describe a range of CDF site management options, reclamation of dredged material from CDFs and ultimate end use possibilities of CDF sites. 
2.  Objective

The objective of this working group is to provide state-of-the-art information and technical guidance on the long-term management, dredged material reclamation and ultimate fate of CDFs. The document should include strategies and technical guidance for dredged material and site end use and transformation options. The guideline will provide outline recommendations for planning and design of new CDF's. 
The guideline will focus on upland, Island and near shore CDF's. 

The information and guidance document should be targeted at policy makers, port engineers, rural and urban planners, environmentalists etc.

3. Working Group Membership

The Chairperson should be experienced in CDF management and have up-to-date knowledge on CDF management strategies. 

Membership of the group should represent the disciplines of engineering design, geochemistry, dredged material management, landscaping, rural and urban planning, risk assessment, environmental, social, and economic assessment (and include appropriate non-PIANC environmental and planning interests). 

The working group will also develop a communication plan for the transfer of the technology that would include in addition to the report, flyers, brochures and recommendations for and information on target audiences.

