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The International Navigation Association (PIANC) is a worldwide non-political and non-profit making technical and scientific organization of private individuals, corporations and national governments. 

The term "Navigation" was adopted because PIANC's object is to promote the maintenance and operation of both inland and maritime navigation by fostering progress in the planning, design, construction, improvement, maintenance and operation of inland and maritime waterways and ports and of coastal areas for general use in industrialized and industrializing countries. Facilities for fisheries, sport and recreational navigation are included in PIANC's activities.

PIANC was founded in 1885 and is the oldest international association concerned with these technical aspects of navigation.

It has made - and continues to make - a vital contribution to technical development in this field.

Membership

Membership is worldwide and open to everyone. More information about the why's and hows concerning subscription can be found in the Membership section of the PIANC homepage. PIANC has members in 71 countries, including 34 government members, two international river commissions, about 500 corporate members (private companies, harbor agencies, firms, laboratories, chambers of commerce, etc...) and about 2000 individual members.

Structure

1. The Permanent International Commission
The governing body is the Permanent International Commission (PIC), which is composed of official delegations from the member governments and meets annually. These delegations are usually representative not only of the governments themselves, but also of individual and corporate members of the national sections which most countries have established. 
PIANC-België / AIPCN-Belgique is one of this national sections
The PIC operates through a Council and an Executive Commission, which in turn, direct the Permanent Technical Commissions (PTC I for inland navigation and PTC II for maritime navigation), the Permanent Environmental Commission (PEC), the Permanent Commission for Sport and Recreational Navigation (SRN) and, through them, international study commissions and working groups. There is also a Permanent Commission for Development and Cooperation (PCDC) concerned with the special problems of the developing countries and countries in transition.

All commissions and working groups have members from each country with an interest in the work or study being carried out. They gather and analyze the material available and publish results in English and French in technical reports. Most studies are now short-term, conducted by Working Groups, so that PIANC can respond quickly to current problems.
2. The Executive Committee
Meets 4 times a year. It ensures the executive management of the Association and sees that decisions and directions of the PIC and the Council are carried out.

3. The Council
Meets twice a year and gathers the members of the Executive Committee, the honorary vice-presidents and the chief delegates of the member countries of PIANC. It examines and approves proposals and recommendations of the Executive Committee and submit them to the PIC for ratification.

4. Standing Commissions
- Permanent Technical Commissions (PTCI and PTC II)
- Permanent Commission for Development and Co-operation (PCDC)
- Permanent Environmental Commission (PEC)
- Permanent Commission for Sport and Recreational Navigation (SRN)
- Commission for Communication (COMCOM)
- Finance Commission
- Editing Commission

5. Working Groups
The work carried out by the Association on subjects of interest through its technical working groups, composed of experts of high standing from different countries, is of considerable importance. 

Participation in the international working groups results in worthwhile contact with experts concerned to study technical and managerial matters of current importance.

Activities

- Congresses: 

To fulfill its aims the Association has organised International Congresses in the member countries at four yearly intervals, attracting audiences sometimes exceeding one thousand in number, composed of members and non-members. The proceedings of the many Congresses constitute an unrivalled collection of information concerning the history, technical development and progressive introduction of new technology of the wide range of subjects of interest to the Association.

More information about congresses in past and future can be found in the Congresses section of this homepage.

- Seminars & Conferences: 

Recent examples of international conferences include: Conference in Gdansk (in collaboration with CEDA) dealing with the problems of inland and maritime navigation in the east European countries; Conference in Lisbon on the rehabilitation of harbours areas; Workshop in Washington D.C., concerned with conflicts on waterways between commercial vessels and recreational craft. The fourth Seminar of the Permanent Committee for Development and Cooperation (PCDC) will be held in Buenos Aires, Argentina from 20th to 24th November 2000.

- Publications 

PIANC invests lots of time and effort into the creation of Publications. A list of all available PIANC publications is available for survey and publications can be ordered online.

- periodical bulletin
- technical reports
- congress proceedings
- technical dictionary
- The Gustave WILLEMS Award 

The Gustave Willems award is meant to encourage projects dealing with PIANC interest oriented topics. More information about the award and the way to submit an article can be found in the Gustave WILLEMS Award section of these WebPages.

- Collaboration with other national and international organizations (IAPH, IALA, IAPA, CEDA, ICID, IMO, UN, PIARC, IADC, WODA ...) 
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